128             HEINRICH VON TREITSCHKE

page. It is therefore untrue both physiologically and his-
torically that human beings came into existence in the first
place merely as members of the human race, and subse-
quently became members of a particular nation. It was
only through the teaching of Christianity that it was brought
home to the individual that he must look upon all his fellow-
men as brothers. In the same way men differ from each
other from the beginning as regards their physical peculiari-
ties ; they resemble one another only in so far as they are
all human beings and all made in the image of God. They
are entirely different from one another as regards the material
conditions of their lives. This becomes apparent if we
consider that one individual human being is a different
person at different stages of his life. A grown man thinks
differently and takes up a different point of view from a boyn
If we pursue this thought further, it acts exactly like a
rat-poison on the theories of the radicals, who talk of a
natural equality among all human beings. Rather the sup-
position of the essential inequality of all human beings forms
the foundation of all political reasoning. Only in this
way can we explain the fact that some groups are found in
subordination to other groups/1 x

It is of the essence of the State that it should be a per-
manent institution ; for it is by reason of its permanence
that the State commands the loyalty of the individual.
No one would fight for the State, no one would sacrifice him-
self for the'State, unless he thought of it as more enduring
than himself:

" Modern wars are not waged for the sake of goods and
chattels. What is at stake is the sublime moral good of
national honour, which has something in the nature of
unconditional sanctity, and compels the individual to
sacrifice himself for it. This is a good beyond all price,
and cannot be valued in thalers and groschen. Kant says :

1 Politik, L 18-19.